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Article One:

Introductory

1.01 Definition of Bylaws.

The bylaws constitute the code of rules adopted by the Mexican War Streets Society Incorporated for the regulation and management of its affairs.

1.02 Purposes and Powers.

The Corporation will have the purposes or powers as may be stated in its Articles of Incorporation and such powers as are now or may be granted hereafter by the Nonprofit Corporation Law of 1972 of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or any successor legislation.

The primary purposes of the Corporation are:

a) To combat community deterioration by attempting to eliminate its physical, economic, 

and social causes.

b) To educate the public on the value of restoring and maintaining historic buildings and neighborhoods by, to illustrate but not to limit, making available to the public, information on techniques and preservation.

Article Two:

Offices

2.01 Principal and Branch Offices.

The principal place of business of the Corporation in Pennsylvania will be located at the registered office in the city of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, County of Allegheny. In addition, the Corporation may maintain other offices, either within or without the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, as its business requires.

2.02 Location of Registered Office.

The location of the registered office of the Corporation is stated in the Articles of Incorporation and shall be maintained in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for the duration of the Corporation. The board of directors may from time to time change the address of its registered office by duly adopted resolution to amend the Articles of Incorporation and file the appropriate statement to the Department of State.
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Article Three:

Membership

3.01
Definition of Membership.
The Members of the Corporation are those persons having membership rights in accordance with the provisions of these Bylaws.

3.02
Classes of Membership.
The Corporation will have two classes of Members which are designated as Active and Associate.

3.03
Qualifications of Membership Classes.

The qualifications and rights of the members of the membership classes of the Corporation are as follows:


Active. Members must be natural persons at least eighteen (18) years of age who are either property owners within or residents of the Mexican War Streets district defined from time to time by ARTICLE NINE of these Bylaws. Each Active Member has ONE voting right.
Associate. Members may be any other interested persons or organizations. Each Associate Member has NO voting rights.
3.04
Levels of Membership.

The Corporation will have six levels of membership which are designated as Regular, Student, Senior Citizen, Lifetime, Nonprofit Organization, and Business.
3.05 Qualifications of Membership Levels.

The qualifications and rights of the members of the membership levels of the Corporation are as follows:


Regular. Members must be natural persons at least eighteen (18) years of age.


Student. Members must be natural persons at least eighteen (18) years of age who 
           show proof of enrollment in a post-high school academic or trade program of

           study.


Senior Citizen. Members must be natural persons at least sixty (60) years of age.
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Lifetime. Members must be natural persons at least eighteen (18) years of age
            who pay a one-time dues amount for the lifetime of the individual.

Nonprofit Organization. Any organization that falls within the Commonwealth of

Pennsylvania definition of a nonprofit (religious, school, health care, community,

government) entity.

Business.  Any organization that falls within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
definition of a for-profit (restaurant, bank, manufacturer) entity.
3.06
Members Dues.

The annual dues payable to the Corporation by Members of either class and any level will be in such amount as may be determined from time to time by majority voted of the Active Members. The first annual dues will be payable and submitted in full upon the application for membership. Future annual dues will be payable on or before the commencement of the fiscal year January 1st. 
3.07
Place of Members Meetings.

Meetings of Members will be held at such place as may be determined from time to time by the Board of Directors.

3.08 Annual Members Meeting.

The Annual Meeting of the Members of the Corporation will be held at 7:00 p.m. on the third Monday of the month of November for the purpose of electing Officers and Directors, for the summation of the Corporation year, and for the transaction of such other business as may come before the meeting.
3.09 Regular Members Meetings.

Regular meetings of the Members of the Corporation will be held at 7:00 p.m. on the third Monday of every month in which the Board of Directors schedules to hold membership meetings. A minimum of four membership meetings will be held in a fiscal year. Should any such day in any year constitute a legal holiday for all businesses in Pennsylvania, then the meeting will be held instead in such instance on the Tuesday immediately following. This provision of the Bylaws constitutes notice to all Directors of regular meetings for all years and instances, and no further notice is required although such notice may be given.
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3.010 Special Members Meetings.

Special meetings of the Members of the Corporation may be called by any of the following:

a) The President

b) The Secretary, upon written request of at least ten percent (10%) of all Active Members

c) The Board of Directors

Written or printed notice, stating the place, day and hour of the meeting, and purpose or purposes for which the meeting is called, must be delivered not less than five (5) nor more than twenty (20) days before the date of the Special Members Meeting, either personally, by mail or by electronic mail at the direction of the President, the Secretary, or the Officers or other persons or Members calling the meeting, to each Member entitled to vote at such meeting. If mailed, the notice will be deemed to be delivered when deposited in the United States mail addressed to the Member at his address as it appears on the records of the Corporation, with postage prepaid. Notice may be given by inclusion in a newsletter or other publication published by the Corporation for circulation among its Members.

3.011 Voting Rights of Members.

Each Member of the Active class of membership will be entitled to one vote on each matter submitted to a vote of Members; the Members of any other class of membership will be entitled to no voting rights.

3.012 Proxies.

A Member must vote in person; proxies—given verbally, in writing or in electronic format—will not be recognized.

3.013 Quorum of Members.

The number of Active Members represented in person which constitutes a quorum at a meeting of Members will be fifteen (15). The vote of a majority of the votes entitled to be cast by the Active Members present at a meeting at which a quorum is present is necessary for the adoption of any matter voted on by the Members, unless a greater proportion is required by the Nonprofit Corporation Law of 1972, the Articles of Incorporation or any provision of these Bylaws.
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3.014 Transferability of Membership.
Membership in the Corporation is nontransferable and nonassignable.

3.015 Termination of Membership.

Membership in the Corporation will terminate on any of the following events and for no other reasons:

a) Receipt by the Board of Directors of the written resignation of a Member, executed by such member or his duly authorized attorney-in-fact.

b) By death of a Member.

c)   The failure of a Member to pay his annual dues prior to the expiration of 
      thirty days beyond their due date.

d)  For cause, inconsistent with membership, after notice and two-thirds vote of
      the Board of Directors.

However, a Member terminating membership status for reasons other than death may be completely and automatically reinstated if correcting the cause of termination before formal adoption by the Board of Directors of a resolution acknowledging such termination. 

Article Four:

Directors

4.01 Definition of Board of Directors.

The Board of Directors is that group of persons vested with the management of the business and affairs of the Corporation; in matters involving the expenditure of funds, resolutions of the Board shall be subject to approval by a majority vote of a quorum of Active Members as defined in Article 3.13.

4.02 Structure of the Board of Directors.

The Board of Directors of the Corporation shall consist of a single class.
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4.03 Qualifications of Directors.

Directors, except for initial Directors, must have been Active Members for at least three (3) months prior to election.  The Board of Directors shall consist of the Officers and Directors at Large, all of whom shall be elected by the Active Members at the Annual Meeting.

4.04 Number of Directors.

The number of Directors of the Corporation will not be less than five (5) and not more than twelve (12), consisting of four (4) Officers and eight (8) Directors at large.

4.05 Terms of Directors.

The Directors constituting the first Board of Directors, will hold office until September 30, 1978. Thereafter, Directors will be elected for a term of two years beginning on January 1, 2011. Each Director will hold office for the term for which elected and until a successor has been selected and qualified. Beginning in January 2011, one half of the twelve-member Board of Directors will be elected to a two-year term. In January 2012, one half of the twelve-member Board of Directors will be elected to a two-year term.  
4.06 Vacancies on the Board.

Any vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors, and any directorship to be filled by reason of an increase in the number of Directors, will be filled by election by the Active Members at a regular or special meeting to be called by the Board of Directors. The new Director thus elected to fill the vacancy will serve for the unexpired term of the predecessor in office.

4.07 Place of Directors Meetings.

Meetings of the Board of Directors, regular or special, will be held at the registered office of the Corporation or such place or places as the Board of Directors designates by resolution duly adopted.
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4.08 Regular Directors Meetings.

Regular meetings of the Board of Directors will be held at 7:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday of every month.  Should any such day in any year constitute a legal holiday for all businesses in Pennsylvania, then the meeting will be held instead in such instance on 
the Tuesday immediately following. This provision of the Bylaws constitutes notice to all Directors of regular meetings for all years and instances, and no further notice is required although such notice may be given. The sitting Board of Directors may select a different weeknight to hold its meeting, but this day must be consistent throughout the fiscal year.
4.09 Notice of Special Directors Meetings.

Written or printed notice stating the place, day and hour of any special meeting of the Board of Directors will be delivered to each Director not less than two (2) nor more than five (5) days before the date of the meeting, whether personally or by mail or by electronic mail, by or at the direction of the President, or the Secretary, or the Directors calling the meeting. If mailed, such notice will be deemed to be delivered when deposited in the United States mail addressed to the Director at his address as it appears on the records of the Corporation, with postage prepaid. Notice may be given by inclusion in a newsletter or other publication published by the Corporation for circulation among its Members. Such notice need not state the business to be transacted at, nor the purpose of, such meeting.

4.010 Call of Special Board Meetings.

A special meeting of the Board of Directors may be called by either:

a) The President.

b)   Any other three (3) Directors.

4.011 Removal of Directors.

Any Director elected or appointed to office may be removed by the persons authorized under these Bylaws to elect or appoint such Directors whenever in their judgment the best interests of the Corporation will be served. However, such removal will be without prejudice to any contract rights of the Director so removed.
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4.12
Quorum of Directors.
A majority of the whole Board of Directors will constitute a quorum; provided, that in no event will a quorum consist of less than one-third (1/3) of the whole Board. The act of a majority of the Directors present at a meeting at which a quorum is present will be the act of the Board of Directors, unless a greater number is required under the provisions of the Nonprofit Corporation Law of 1972, the Articles of Incorporation of this Corporation, or any provision of these Bylaws.

Article Five:

Officers

5.01 Roster of Officers.

The Officers of the Corporation will consist of the following personnel:

a) A  President. 

b) A Secretary.

c) A Treasurer.

d) Such Vice Presidents, Assistant Secretaries and Assistant Treasurers as the 

Board of Directors deems desirable and as the Active Members shall elect.

5.02 Selection of Officers.

Each of the Officers of the Corporation will be elected annually by the Active Members. Each Officer will remain in office until a successor to such office has been elected and qualified. Such election will take place at the Annual Meeting.

5.03 President.

The President will be the Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation and will, subject to the control of the Board of Directors or Directoral Committees, if any, supervise and control the affairs of the Corporation. The President will perform all duties incident to such office and such other duties as may be provided in these Bylaws or as may be prescribed from time to time by the Board of Directors. The President will create an annual report to presented to the membership at the annual meeting in November.
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5.04 Vice President.

The Vice President, if any, and, in the event there be more than one Vice President, the Vice President in the order of their election, will perform all duties and exercise all powers of the President when the President is absent or is otherwise unable to act. The Vice President will perform such other duties as may be prescribed from time to time by the Board of Directors.

5.05 Secretary.

The Secretary will keep minutes of all meetings of Members to be read and approved at the following meeting. The Secretary will keep the minutes of all meetings of the Board of Directors to be read and approved at the following meeting, and will be the custodian 
of the Corporate records, will give all notices as are required by law or by these Bylaws, and, generally, will perform all duties incident to the office of Secretary and such other duties as may be required by law, by the Articles of Incorporation, or by these Bylaws, or may be assigned from time to time by the Board of Directors.

5.06 Treasurer.

The Treasurer will have charge and custody of all funds of the Corporation, will deposit the funds as required by the Board of Directors, will keep and maintain adequate and correct accounts of the Corporation’s properties and business transactions, will render reports and accountings to the Directors and to the Members as required by the Board of Directors or Members or by law, an will perform in general all duties incident to the office of Treasurer and such other duties as may be required by law, by the Articles of Incorporation, or by these Bylaws, or which may be assigned from time to time by the Board of Directors.

5.07 Other Officers.

The Assistant Secretary and Assistant Treasurers, if any, will perform generally such duties as shall be assigned to them by the Secretary and Treasurer, respectively, or by the President of the Board of Directors.
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5.08 Removal of Officers.

Any Officer elected or appointed to office may be removed by the persons authorized under these Bylaws to elect or appoint such Officers whenever in their judgment the best interests of the Corporation will be served. However, such removal will be without prejudice to any contract rights of the Officer so removed.

5.09 Vacancies.

A vacancy in any office because of death, resignation, removal, disqualification, or otherwise, may be filled by the Board of Directors, if the Board deems it necessary, until the next regular or special meeting of Members, at which the Active Members shall elect a successor to serve for the unexpired term.

Article Six:

Informal Action

6.01 Waiver of Notice.

Whenever any notice whatever is required to be given under the provisions of the Nonprofit Corporation Law of 1972, the Articles of Incorporation, or these Bylaws, a waiver of such notice in writing signed by the person or persons entitled to notice, whether before or after the time stated in such waiver, will be deemed equivalent to the giving of such notice. Such waiver must, in the case of a special meeting of Members, specify the general nature of the business to be transacted.

6.02 Action by Consent.

Any action required by law or under the Articles of Incorporation of the Corporation or these Bylaws, or any action which otherwise may be taken at the meeting of either the Members or Board of Directors may be taken without a meeting is a consent in writing, setting forth the action so taken, is signed by all of the persons entitled to vote with respect to the subject matter of such consent, or all Directors in office, and filed with the Secretary of the Corporation.
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Article Seven:

Committees

7.01 Definition of Directoral Committees.

The Corporation may have certain Committees, each of which will consist of one (1) or more Directors, which Directoral Committees will have and exercise some prescribed authority of the Board of Directors in the management of the Corporation. However, no such Committee will have the authority of the Board of Directors in reference to affecting any of the following:

a) Submission to Members of any action requiring approval of Members under the Nonprofit Corporation Law of 1972.

b) Filling of vacancies of the Board.

c) Adoption, amendment, or repeal of Bylaws.

d) Amendment or repeal of any resolution of the Board.

e) Action on matters committed by Bylaws or resolution of the Board to another 

Committee of the Board.

7.02
Appointment of Committees.

The Board of Directors, by resolution duly adopted by a majority of the Directors in office, may designate and appoint one or more Directoral Committees and delegate to such Committees specific and prescribed authority of the Board of Directors to exercise in the management of the Corporation. However, the creation of such Directoral Committees will not operate to relieve the Board of Directors, or any individual Director, of any responsibility imposed on such personnel otherwise by law.

7.03
Special Functionary Committees.

In addition, the Board of Directors by resolution may designate and appoint certain Special Functionary Committees designed to transact certain ministerial business of the Corporation or to advise the Board of Directors. Each such Committee will be chaired by a Director. Such Director will proceed to select the remaining members of the Committee.  The Board may terminate any such Committee by resolution, subject to approval by a quorum of Active Members as defined in Article 3.13.
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7.04 Standing Functionary Committees.

The Corporation will have the following Standing Functionary Committees, each of which will be chaired by a Director, and may consist of any other Members appointed by such Chairman:

a) Newsletter/Public Relations.

b) Membership/Welcoming/Bereavement.

c) Parks/Streetscape/Graffiti Removal.

d) Historic Preservation/City Services.

e) House Tour.

f) Youth Services/Public Safety.

g) Legal Issues.

The functions and responsibilities of each Standing Functionary Committee will be as determined from time to time by the Board of Directors.

7.05 Quorums of Committees.

A majority of the whole Committee shall constitute a quorum and the act of a majority of the members present at a meeting at which is present shall be the act of the Committee.

7.06 Rules of Committees.

Each Committee may adopt rules for its own purposes which are not inconsistent with these Bylaws or with rules adopted by the Board of Directors for the governance of all such Committees. Committees will give a report of all activity at regular meetings as necessary but at least once a year at the Annual Meeting.
Article Eight:

Operations

8.01 Fiscal Year.

The fiscal year of the Corporation will begin January 1 and end December 31 each year.
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8.02 Execution of Documents.

Except as otherwise provided by law, checks, drafts, promissory notes, orders for the payment of money, and other evidences of indebtedness of the Corporation will be signed by the Treasurer or Assistant Treasurer, if any, and countersigned by the President or Vice President, if any, or the Secretary. Contracts, leases, or other instruments executed in the name of the Corporation will be signed by the President or Vice President, if any, and will have attached copies of the resolutions of the Board of Directors, or of the Members certified by the Secretary authorizing their execution.

8.03 Books and Records.

The Corporation will keep correct and complete books and records of account and will also keep minutes of the proceedings of its Members, Board of Directors, and Directoral Committees. Reports or resolutions of Functionary Committees requiring acceptance or consideration by the Board or Active Members shall be in writing, signed by the Chairman, and filed with the Secretary of the Corporation. The Corporation will keep at its registered office a membership register giving the names, addresses, and showing classes and other details of the membership of each, and the original or a copy of its Bylaws including amendments to date certified by the Secretary of the Corporation.

8.04 Inspection of Books and Records.

All books and records of the Corporation may be inspected by any Member, or his agent or attorney, for any proper purposes at any reasonable time on written demand under oath stating such purpose.

8.05     Archives

In order that the fiscal documents are better preserved for their future use by the Officers, Board of Directors, General Membership and by interested Public at Large, an annual archive will be kept by the President, Secretary and Treasurer. Minimally, this archive will contain board and membership meeting  minutes, membership role, financial statements, newsletters, letters of support or commendation, and any other documentation that provides a sound record of the business year.
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8.05 Nonprofit Operations.

The Corporation will not have or issue shares of stock. No dividend will be paid, and no part of the income of this Corporation will be distributed to its Members, Directors, or Officers. However, the Corporation may pay compensation in a reasonable amount to Members, Officers, or Directors for services rendered subject to approval by a quorum of Active Members as defined in Article 3.13.

8.06 Loans of Management.

The Corporation will make no loans of any of its Directors, Officers, or Members.

8.07 Rules of Order.

The rules contained in Robert’s Rules of Order Revised shall govern the proceedings of the Corporation in all cases to which they are applicable, and in which they are not inconsistent with the Bylaws or any special rules of order which may be adopted by the Corporation.

Article Nine:

Mexican War Streets District

9.01 Definition of District.

The Mexican War Streets District, for the purpose of these Bylaws, shall consist of all properties lying within or contiguous to the following streets and intersections, taken in the order listed, in the Twenty-second and Twenty-fifth Wards in the City of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania:


Reddour Street from West North Avenue to Sampsonia Way.


Sampsonia Way from Reddour Street to Arch Street.


Fireman Way from Sampsonia Street to Jacksonia Street.


Jacksonia Street from Ramage Way to Arch Street.


Arch Street to Jefferson Street.


Jefferson Street to Saturn Way.


Saturn Way to Jefferson Street.


Jefferson Street to Monterey Street.


Monterey Street to Redknap Street.


Redknap Street to Buena Vista Street.
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Buena Vista Street north to O’Hern Street  and south to the southern boundary of 
            the property of the Pittsburgh Board of Education.


Those properties contiguous to and south of said boundary west to Brighton 
            Road.


Brighton Road to West North Avenue, excluding those properties contiguous to


but west of Brighton Road.


West North Avenue to Reddour Street at the point of the beginning.


(See Attached Neighborhood Map on Page 16)

Article Ten:

Amendment

10.01 Modification of Bylaws.

The power to alter, amend, or repeal these Bylaws, or to adopt new Bylaws, insofar as is allowed by law, is vested in the Active Members. Such alteration, amendment, repeal, or adoption shall require a vote of at least two-thirds (2/3) of the Active Members present at a meeting at which a quorum, as defined in Article 3.13 of these Bylaws, is present, due notice having been given.
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